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Reasons For Allowance 


The claimed invention in this case is an end cover for a gas turbine combustor, 
the end cover comprising first and second inlets along with first and second manifolds 
for first and second fluids (air and combustible gas). Combustor end covers that include 
inlets, manifolds, and related fluid flow structure are well known in the gas turbine field 
as shown, for example, by any of the various references cited on the attached Forms 

» 

PTO-892 and PTO/SB/08. The claimed end cover additionally includes a plate com- 
prising a plurality of openings located along its forward face and communicating with 
the first and second manifolds. The plate further comprises an integrally formed wall 
separating the first and second fluids; see Fig. 3B and note wall 35 separating the 
two fluids conducted to openings 24. Several references also disclose combustor 
end covers with corresponding fluid openings and walls; see Figure 2 of Ford et al 
(PTO/SB/08), Figures 1 and 2 of Castaldo et al (PTO/B/08), and the Figures 1 and 2 of 
the present application. These examples, however, employ separate inserts rather than 

■ 

integral plate structure to define the openings and separating walls, and in each case, 
the openings are located on the inserts axially spaced from the plate rather than along 
the plate face. Ford discloses a further end cover embodiment, which includes 

♦ 

openings and walls, and which is cast as an integral unit; see Figure 5, element 66. 
While the rear portion of this end cover can be construed as a plate, the openings are 
not however located along the plate face as claimed, but rather, on cast projections 
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axially spaced from the plate face. It is additionally maintained that any obvious appli- 
cation of Ford's integral cover concept to the other prior art end covers would not result 
in a cover plate having fluid separating wall structure integrally formed from a portion of 
the plate together with openings located along the plate's forward face as specified in 
the present claims. The claimed invention is therefore considered patentable over the 


If repeated attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the art unit supervisor, Anthony Stashick, can 
be reached at 571-272-4561. 

Information regarding the status of this application may be obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR, and status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see 
http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
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